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r yet from one that delirct le c our Iſracl of God, Bur 
| an Fxpedient for 'the Glory'of* F 

| . .. TheEſtabliſhment and P ſervation of his Church, in All. 

| "i * The Honour $f his Majefty, and the Peace of” his Kingdoms. © 

| th "\In' the Difcharge of your " Condientes, and Duty unto the Peopte 
| / Fg. and (wil Repreſentatives you are) with Eaſeand Safery. 

| . ' By Marters fo diſpoſed, thaz a] rayRetutn and be Received into the 


A | Boſome of the Church. As thus, 
4 . The things that Conltitute and make up 


a Church, are theſe, and this their Order : 


Q T : . I. croton 6 of . Deftrine, 3D iſcipline "DOT 4. __ 
0 po hates: þ:2.71.” Fxtyrir, 5. Maintenance. * | 


n'v8#, * © 7 Anditis Propoſed, 

a : ha the bmamctn be convincingly Aﬀerted for Divine. 

ef Thar theDoEtine be in(allibly Fvidenced for Truth. 

| That the Diſcipline Interior or Forms of worthip be undeniably juſti- 

3; | of as congruqus with that_ Truth. 

| 4. That the. Diſcipline Extefior, as ure and-Veſture, be ſecurely 
a hands as negeſſary unto -Decency and. Order. 

| Laſtly, That the Maintenance, == co-inſtitured with the firſt, te un- 

controulably Vindicated, as ileroSch and Peculiar. 

| ...If the firſt be: done, there will beno Schiſmatick. 

| If the ſecond, no Heretick.- |. 

| W third and fourth, no > Diſſence 
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[A ſeries of Tie Heads of the Ground: 


; A Look before the Creation of the Viſible Woyld,and-@6 of the Firſt Created In- 


EP 
C telleQuals, of which ſome adhered and ſtood ; 
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| IT. The Creation of the ViGble World,and of the Secand a Race of Intelletuals,Man{ 
IN. The Inhibicion Probational, and the Threat annex. bh 


IV. The Temptation and Fall. 


V.. The Interpellation of the Eternal Word,and the Creator's ſuperſeding the Execu- | 
tion of «the Threat, upon that the Word's putting himſelf in the Gap. 
V. The Covenant of Grace Primitivein the Firſt TranſaQtion; wherein it is necef;| 
farily diſcovered, the Erernal Word, (the Interpellator) to be Incarnate, and be- 
; come Mediator, Now Ordained and De untothe Work. 
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9. The laſt ReſurreQtion, and the laft ] 
The End of the Apoſtleſhip. 


” 
94 
”— apr wo - 
: - 
" 4 
J 
« 
-* 


XN 


— Ot} — rw — 
| VII "The Sentence = EN] Good Angels a confide-}} 
| The Threat with * © "ration of them of the 


Subſiſtents bi 


Energies concentred in LE 
| Mediator and Apoſtle: From 
UNCTION Him Glonified by Influx in Us, 


, . , O 
AFOSTLE: \ ae} __ 
{...1t. The way of God with Man, in order unto 
*4  { Patcfation& Revelation, unto Adam, Noab, 
; Abrahan, and the reſt of t 
intheir ſingular and particular Covenants, 


The Decree Elerndl'| 
Ction and Reprobation, Redemption and Regeneration, 


| {| ©: Untothe People of the Jews, by Miſes and, | waved in this Series, for[|2. The Covenant of Grace Derivati ue * | 
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- The Covenant oi Grace Primitive inl | 
| the Second Tranſaftion, in order unto 
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Redemption. 
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4 An Infallible Expedient for a Fallible Judge, whereby he may infallibly ſenſe the Scripture : 'This being a Se- "Wy". 
\\ riesof the Grounds of it;8 ſointrinfick unto it,not forinlick,as all other.pretended are.And it will not be much | 
matter who be the Judge loquens, theſe having infallible Certainty in themſelves as the Grounds of it, muſt 
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give us the Certain Infalliblliry of the Senſe of the Letter, being the Veſtiture of theſe Grounds. « | 
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E T a ſerious Inveſtigation and ſober Diſquiſition of Dij- 

vine Truths, be made from thele Heads, for thoſe other 

| Second-firſt Grounds, according to this Method, and they 
ſhall do all choſe great things ſpoken of in the Tender ; as ro Doubts, 
Quzries, Gainſayers, Errors, Opinions, Redundancies, DefeRts, 
and bring all to a conſtant Gage and certain Standard. of Evident 
Demonſtration. Yea more, it ſhall give us an Infallible Rule for a 
Fallible Judge of Scripture, ( which the Chriſtian Church hath hi- 
therto ſo much wanted ) without-going to thoſe pretended: Mock 
ſhows, the Popes final Derermination (which he could never yet 
obtain) the Extream on' the one hand ; Enthuſtaſtical Revelation 
(oppoſed by all bur themſelves) the Extream on the other hand ; 
or unto the Intermediate Traditions of Councels, Fathers, Schools, 
(whoſe Uncertainties and Contradictions with themſelves and each 
other, are obvious to all; ) Yea, or to the Letter of Scripture 


ſimply, which without theſe, may, nay hath, in Points of Faith, as 


well as of Opinion, often been miſtaken; and theſe their proper 
Grounds not ſeen, hath occaſioned the moſt dangerous and moſt 
perplexing Errours. Theſe will quicken many Texts of Scripture - - 
that have lain hitherto Quieſcent, or not applied; Reftihe as many 
that have been diſtorted or milapplied; Yea, what doth even ex- 
ceed belief (but that I can give divers Inſtances which ſhall make ic. 
good ) correct without any knowledge of the Original ſundry pla- 
ces - in the Tranſlations as they haye been hitherto generally given 
and received in the Church ; Theſe will ſhew us naked and bare- 
facd Truth unmaske of the Vizor of Errors, which in ſome Do- 
Arines hath rendred her formidable;and ſtript of ſuppoſititious Opi- 
nions, in which Garb ſhe is become even monſtrous ; and repre- 
ſenting unto us her vive and lively Portraifture, as the Philoſophers 
ſpeak of their Miſtrefs Virtue, ſtir up in us that admirable Sophick 
Love of Union, which efficaciouſly converteth and transformeth us 
into the very Image and Spirit of her ſelf, from Glory to Glory, as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. 1 could enlarge my ſelf much upon every 
of theſe particulars, but you muſt conſider that this is an Overture, 
not an Inſtitute, a Tender, and not a Treatiſe ; and therefore ſhall 
give ſome Specimens in that one particular of Reconciling of Con- 
rroverſics, whereunto only I have obliged my ſelf in the Title Page, 


and isthe firſt thing mention'd in the Terder. 
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_Bfrving of late Years, . that our commep Uviverſaldi- - 
' Arg Qions,as they were firſt eexafiontd'by Uiffe at oo 
6nts in matters Divine, ſo they eo F 
- others, more. deftruive_ and Fi, 40g then the 4 

And now at laſt, as we may wofully perceive, totally reſolye them(elves 
ipto Gr two Sources, or rather Sinks of confuſi 's For and Kore ifme, 


HE yaro that Bleſſed River, Whoſe clear Sprec u Trath, in the Banks 


\ ſhould moke glad the City of God. Tbegan 0. bethink' vith.o my 
fp ago not Fa ge us ovet unto eſe * Buffet ings of Sat 
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monilh to'hall as, and rakea view of the who 

MOD We we ſee now ſo univet ly er arte wr ta 
hether he that bringeth light out of darkneſs mig! no 

yea = his own LOkKY berein, beingthe | i | 


and tot la whoſe ; Cry. is Truth and Pedce, by ts th us 

ore ſcrigqus confi ideration, and mgre: nar: ow {quiſirion 
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have becn caſt down by ſo 1E, Nor yet. b7 J oi acted their 
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£ . Reverend Men, Fathers and Brethren | © 


T* all Humility I tender unto the Chriſtian Church, both an Expedite 


and certain way for the Compoſing of all Differences in matters of Re: 
lig;on ; by offering my ſelf ro deliver in a Sumor Body of Divinity 


I. | ao yooge tothat Notional of the School, which rarifieth Truth 
it into Fire, and to that Moral or Practical of the Pulpit alſo, which con- 
Ii denſeth it into water; that ſhall preſent the Matter and Subje& whereof 


| we diſcourſe-unto the vey Senſes, ſo inlarging Knowledge, (renewing 
| Knowledge) and Adornitig her with many precious Evidences' of Goſpel- 


[| Truths, 1o diſcharging Faith (Regenerating Faith) ofthany unneceſſary 
J | Burthens, and determinating her. unto that which isher' Adzquate and 


| Eafie, his Burthen, the Burthen of Koi eſs, would be more meer. . 
| It reſolverh all doubts that can pretend to neceſſary; preſcindeth all 


| proper work; and certainly, Were Faith, that Toak of Chrift thus made 


needleſs Queries ; ſtoppeth the mouth of all Gainkyers that are from 
without, both on the Righr hand, and one the Left : ReQifieth all Errors + 
that are from within, from which weare not altogether free: Eſtabfilſt 
eth thoſe Dogme's that are in themſelves true on-their proper Baſes, no 
more to be ventilated as Opinions, but to obtain and be Received as 
Truths ; It cutteth offall Redundancies, ſupplyeth all Detefs, which are 

| |! | not a jew; It concentreth with Scripture univerſally,  giveth' it its fulf 

| Sence and true Light ; without which (Ican evidence) much, even of the 
I} Goſpel, remaineth under Vail : To. ſay no more," ir bringeth down the 
Speculative; bringeth home the PraQtique from immoveable Principles; 
raiſeth its ſelf unto infallible Truths, and is intirely congruous with itſelf 
from the Foundation to the Top-ſtone. | Uh | 

| Laſily, it illuminateth that Reaſon, which was left usin the Fall, and 
* 10 Nirreth it up, to the-attainment of thatend for which it was left us, that 
ti! by it thus illuminated, , we might [aſpire unto the knowledge' of God in 

F | Chriſt for our Regeneration, not. at reſt, once tpucht with this Loadſtone 
till ir. arcainerh ir. NOD ES Rs 
| All which is done þ 
Ml. Scripture, to be ſubſternedas 
I þ Arines,, a way at preſent not nia 
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eliciting a Series of the Heads and Grbunds of the 
well unto the Text, as bur preſent Do: 
ge of irithe Chriſtian Church. : 
; . Which yet I fay, not that I would argue her Dodrine hitherto inſuffi- 
F cient to Salvation,(though this I may, fay, it ,hath beenleſs efficacious) 
pL. for whilſt Piety and Reverence were Eminentih Believers, theſe Grounds 


were not of ſuch abſolute neceſſity : Howbeit now from the rae org? 
0 


” I 


ofErrors and Pertinacy, both of the Seducers and Seduced, E muſt ay fo 
abſolute, . that if not ſpeedily drawn forth and eyidenced, we ſhg!f nor be 
able, either to oppugn their Novel Opinions;or preſerve our own Antient 
Truths, but by the ſword;. a way which I queſtion whether 'fo proper, 
if atall lawful. For xcither by might, nor by Power, ' but by my Spirit, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts... ... RTE og 5 h 


| x" "pak ready by conference ro ZHve 40K ſome Specimina 
| | TS -- or Eſſays in what points ſoever you ſhall require, 
' | and ſhall farther commit toWriting as you ſhall 


command. | ; 
N. Gibbon. 


unto the end. of the World. | 
Tcannot therefore,as well with reference to that particulars to his general, 


- .Docor ot: Sanderſon, late Biſhop of Lincol ncoln, A 
1-4 290 his Teſtimony, 


of Church-Government, ſendfor Dr.Gibbon into the Nile of 
wherein be did ſo acquit bimſelf,1othe ſatisfation of his Majeſty and 


mi Heſe art'to Certifie, that the late King did with reference to —_ 
| [ hr, 
.all preſent * That hs late Majeſty had, and thetr is ftill retained, a 


fatr eſteem of him, as a flreyuons Defender of the Epiſcopal Government 


againſt all Pretenders, which he then affirmed and ſhewed to habe its Founda- 
£:0nin the" Apoltolical Office of Chriit, and ro be the: continuation thereof 


» 


Tender of reconciling all differences by an Expedient exhibited,but earneſtly 
recommend hin to be humbly preſented to his Sacred Majefly as a per/on that 
may be uſeful to this Church, as the ftate of things now ſtand. TEIN 


\  ForGilbertLord Biſhop of London, Fc | Cant. 
' And GeorgeLord Biſhop of Worceſter, F **2® Winch, 


» 
- 


_Thelflve which this Certificate then had with our. preſent Sovereign 
was this : Wheri the Biſhop of Wincheſter had. delivered it to the Kingun 


| hisBed-Chamber, he came forth and directed Mr. Cherpens to let .me-1n 


from out of the Gallery intothe withdrawing Room, , unto his Majeſties 
Bed-Chamber, where | ſtayed not long-e're his Majeſty came in WARE 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and having the Certificate in his Hand he thus be- 


ſpake me. ' ” | j 55" 20 ps. Wh 
Dr. Gibbon, Vam glad to ſee you, I have, heard of the greatdutyand 


affe&ion you have had for my . Father, and the great eſteem hehad of 
you; and'I pray let me have. the Government ofthe Chirch.drawn forth, - 


us you laced ir 16-mny Father 16 he tle ohyaghe: NENT 
© May 


«| ES « 7. 
ir pleaſe your Majeſty, I ſhall obey. your Commands (id and: 


fk Ge yo yn oſt oh Ciyil Govern 
orurg it x much betterthatyour People were brought 
in by rheir own Underliapdings,and thei Jaclgnevtl than thatthey 
ſhould be fot ip by Power, You fay Tos, aig his Maxelty PEN 
"But thenthe Bi IÞ coming ups (laid he) but may, xt pleaſe your Ma- 
jeſty, the DoRor liath ſomething ro preſent unto you, aod thereupon | 
preſented hirh withthe Scheme, and a Book Intituled, 'The Scheme. ad: 
Jafted &c. as ſoonas ths King hadit in his hands, he opened the Schem 

aSif he would have peruſed it, but I defired his Majeſty: that he woul, 


ef rH hop race ot 
ment : For ſure it would þ 


' : 
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- not ſomuchas look on it, untill he ſhould have kg me an hours timeto 


* acquaint his Majeſty with the deſign ofit, an 


to let him. into its me- 


Dm 


thod,by the order and manner of Reading: To whichbis Majeſty reply- 
ed, DoQtor, Door, Ihave had ſome Converſation in the Mathiematicks - 
heretofore, and Ido know right well, that though in the. firſt aſpect they 
do ſeem moſt perplext, yet whenthe method is known, *tis. the. eaſi 
way of Teaching, _ | 


A3 | Then 


| (6) 
Then ſaid 1, but may it pleaſe your Majeſty, there isa ſecond thing 
more neceſlary then that of the Government , though it cannot nor ought 
to be done , till-in-the fecond place; (what's that 141d his Majeſty 2 ) 
Your E»g/i/b Chriſtian Church, hath no Inſtitute of her Theology, * 
Sum or Body of «long wg _ bot pur her Stamp upon : Your 3 
Articles are. WE an: Inſty NO Pg wing Children al 
they come 10 EN: >. - Book of Hontilics are bu igconnext 
Cotnmon: places. . The Rom an-Church h hath had of old Peter Lumbert 
and Thomas Agujnas.,' even the then her Inſt tityte ; and of late drawn up by 
the Council of Trent ARES ow her Inſtugte.' ., The French 
Ghurch have. Beza, and\Ca/vin drawn up in his Jae. 5 Every petty 
Churchin Germany, oge hath Zr/ines Catechiſm, 3nother Pater Martyzes 
common Places, another Polanus his Sy mgy ; every.Sect have their 
Syltend, So/imus, Arminia, who nat ?. The Exgi: Clvrch, hath nane. 
- His Majeſty. pauhng with himielf for a. conſiderable ns byte-laſt 
ſtrerchigg our, by Hand to the Fuhap, he ſpake thus My. Lord, what fay 
you to this, and then openng t 16. FER » Ee Kt wath heb 
0 


ing on it, muchas longer time then betore he ſtood in his _ , at length. 
che Biſhop making no anſwer, well then, gran. or, Let me 
have ſucha yt wn Theology drawn torrh, as the Eogl wrch may 
m——_—_ =—rhanry end, Ny i 7 YE Fn 
Unto whic n{wered -: your Maje at in our ean 
the Scheme) 16 Cnly the Le one FA truly a RAY ny ts 
Foundation Stones as truly layed, and thePrincipals of that great Stru- 
ok Failed. whereupon mis Maje  onroef the Scheme again, 9nd with 
ore that! ordini Intefitne {s viewed the whole, _ bur before hjs 
7 could makeany fyrth * eoguiry of ir, the Biſh op cameyp and 
"ates tp lake 5: yo Fig the Poor? doth nox fay, that pur 
Mort ba falſe, & he FEE only oy, 1] 7 leet oy rr 
hi ace towards I or leed that 
ofoing my Fa and Soti Fr hs a IN 
at _ ſo, for can turcher afirm the there are my that you have 
Alt for Funda = tals, o r Typ big ed for - fuch, and fo a alone, Which ap 
ery reat Milpriſions, (t chat he {motheſt” wordT ca n. give them, ) 

t Say Falſhoo ub Ira] = 'of your 1 Farkdementals' tfind. you. i; 
ficient ang 1 ſo fro Dro jor me in ch he, Fo dation 7 ther mult nes 
NR low'd ff /our- Building : 1ncot er of yo Fepdamemals, 
king ny e , heap , and. confulet efs, and fr fram this: ban 
= n the Foundaji ation,” ore as necelſagi ly follows a reaff in yo 

by” aged" "Fnuagie [ mi NES b Four raſhip 8 


faid-; but grant it were only a Jet neſs in the Fu 
Ge IE _ NOT PDE in this (great ar Afi My 
that” ſhall be drawn Far und; aimenral m re | BY 
5 X polivety' lie, although the. Fi Y ral be Wy 
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